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PURPOSE OF THE COURSE

A bright new future has appeared, as the nano-era has taken and placed awhole
new array of tools in the hands of biophysicists, who are keen to go deeper into the
intricacies of how biological systemswork. Forever pushing the boundaries, biophysicists
are sliding the research focus from the micro- towards the nano- and even sub-nano
scale. Now, Biophysics is a molecular science, rapidly moving to the nanoscale,
demanding for an interdisciplinary approach more than in the past, as in the Antonio
Borsellino’s expectations. It seeks to explain biological function in terms of the
molecular structures and properties of specific molecules. As part of this effort, some
biophysicists are involved in inventing new methods and building new instruments for
monitoring these structures. Many of the exciting new developments in microscopy
and more specifically in optical microscopy, in terms of imaging and manipulation,
spectroscopy and visualization, are a segment and necessity of this trend. The recent
advances to the “nano” level, both as complement to electron and scanning probe
microscopy and as development of the so-called optical nanoscopy, witnesses the
relevance of thefield. From these considerations we planned to focus on Multidimensional
Optical Fluorescence Microscopy towards Nanoscopy, the theme of the 36th Course
of the International School of Biophysics «Antonio Borsellino».

APPLICATIONS

Interested candidates should apply in writing to the Co-Director of the Course:

» Professor Alberto DIASPRO
Department of Physics
University of Genoa
Via Dodecaneso 33 — 16146 Genoa, Italy
e-mall: diaspro@fisica.unige.it
specifying:
i) dateand place of birth together with present nationality;
ii) degree and other academic qualifications;
iii) present position and place of work;
iv) postal and e-mail addresses.

A. DIASPRO - V. TORRE

DIRECTORS OF THE COURSE

POETIC TOUCH

According to legend, Erice, son of Venus and Neptune, founded a small town on
top of amountain (750 metres above sealevel) more than three thousand years ago. The
founder of modern history — i.e. the recording of eventsin amethodic and chronol ogical
sequence as they really happened without reference to mythical causes — the great
Thucydides (~500 B.C.), writing about events connected with the conquest of Troy (1183
B.C.) said: «After thefal of Troy some Trojans on their escape from the Achaei arrived
in Sicily by boat and as they settled near the border with the Sicanians all together they
were named Elymi: their towns were Segestaand Erice» Thisinspired Virgil to describe
the arrival of the Trojan royal family in Erice and the burial of Anchise, by his son Enea,
on the coast below Erice. Homer (~1000 B.C.), Theocritus (~300 B.C.), Polybius (~200
B.C.), Virgil (=50 B.C.), Horace (~20 B.C.), and others have celebrated this magnificent
spot in Sicily in their poems. During seven centuries (X111-X1X) the town of Erice was
under the leadership of alocal oligarchy, whose wisdom assured along period of cultural
development and economic prosperity which in turn gave rise to the many churches,
monasteries and private palaces which you see today.

In Erice you can admire the Castle of Venus, the Cyclopean Walls (~800 B.C.) and
the Gothic Cathedral (~1300A.D.). Ericeisat present a mixture of ancient and medieval
architecture. Other masterpieces of ancient civilization are to be found in the
neighbourhood: at Motya (Phoenician), Segesta (Elymian), and Selinunte (Greek). On
the Aegadian Islands — theatre of the decisive naval battle of the first Punic War (264-
241 B.C.) — suggestive neolithic and paleolithic vestiges are till visible: the grottoes
of Favignana, the carvings and murals of Levanzo.

Splendid beaches are to be found at San Vito Lo Capo, Scopello, and Cornino, and
awild and rocky coast around Monte Cofano: all at less than one hour’s drive from Erice.

Moreinformation about the «Ettore M aj orana» Foundation and Centre
for Scientific Culture can be found on the WWW at the following address:
http://www.ccsem.infn.it

e PLEASE NOTE
Participants must arrive in Erice on April 19, not later than 5 pm.

A. ZICHICHI

EMFCSC PRESIDENT AND DIRECTOR OF THE CENTRE




